
Common Exception words  (Tricky Words) 

These are high frequency words that your child will meet frequently when they are reading or writing. They may 

encounter them before they have the phonic knowledge to decode or spell them. So that they are not hindered by 

this, we teach them to recognise these words on sight and they will be asked to practise reading and writing them 

often. 

Progression  

 

Reception  Lists 1 - 3 

Year 1 Lists 4 - 8 

Year 2 
(Some children progress to Lists 18 -24 within 
year 2 – these include words from the year 3 
curriculum) 

Lists 9 – 17 
 

 

  
 

  



  
 


